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PROJECT
LOCATED?
The I-74 Mississippi River Bridge project 
is part of an overall plan to improve 
the I-74 corridor in the Quad Cities. 

Construction is underway between Avenue of the 
Cities in Moline and Middle Road in Bettendorf. The 
project includes the replacement of the I-74 bridges 
over the Mississippi River as well as interchange ramp 
reconfigurations and local roadway improvements. 
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UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Who is leading the 
project?Who is leading the  

project?

The Iowa Department of 
Transportation is the lead agency 
for the bridge construction 
project and projects in Iowa. Illinois 
Department of Transportation is a 
partner in the bridge project and the 
lead agency for projects in Illinois. 

Both agencies are working closely 
with the cities of Bettendorf 
and Moline, as well as the cities 
of Davenport and Rock Island, 
to coordinate construction.

What is the history of 
the I-74 bridge?

The existing river bridge, also 
known as the Iowa-Illinois 
Memorial Bridge, crosses the 
Mississippi River on two separate 
structures. The westbound bridge, 
Illinois to Iowa, was completed and 
opened in 1935. The eastbound 
bridge, Iowa to Illinois, was 
completed in 1959 and opened in 
1960. The river bridge became a part 
of the Interstate 74 system in the 
1970s.
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What are the benefits of the project?

The project will provide a variety of benefits to the local communities  
and I-74 drivers including:

• Increased roadway capacity with three thru-lanes and additional auxiliary lanes in 
select locations

• Increased safety with reconfigured interchanges and alignment

• Improved reliability with additional lanes and more efficient interchanges

• New bicycle and pedestrian access with a multi-use path on the new Illinois-bound 
river bridge and connections to existing paths in Bettendorf and Moline

• Economic development opportunities for the local communities

What will the new I-74 
bridge look like? 
The new river bridge will be an iconic structure 
in the Quad Cities! It’s state-of-the art true arch, 
twin basket-handle design was selected with 
input from the public. The bridge will consist 
of two structures like the existing bridge but 
about double the size with four lanes in each 
direction (three thru-lanes and one exit lane). 
Bicyclists and pedestrians will be able to cross 
the bridge using the new multi-use path. At 
night, residents and visitors alike will be able 
to see the arches’ aesthetic lighting, including 
LED, color-changing lights.

Will there be pedestrian 
and bicycle access across 
the new bridge?
Yes! A 14-foot wide multi-use path will be 
installed on the Illinois-bound I-74 bridge. 
The ADA-compliant multi-use path will be 
separated from general traffic and includes 
lighting to provide a safer environment for 
the public. The path will include a scenic 
overlook for pedestrians to stop and enjoy 
the view. Pedestrians and bicyclists will be 
able to take the path to the Great River Trail 
in Moline or the Riverfront Trail in Bettendorf. 
A hospital-sized elevator will be installed 
in Bettendorf to provide pedestrians and 
bicyclists an additional option to access the 
new multi-use path. 
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What is the

CONSTUCTION 
SCHEDULE?

2013

2016 2017 2018
2019

2020

2021

PHASE 0
Lincoln Road 
& 53rd Street
COMPLETE

PHASE 0 PHASE 1

2012

2014

2015

PHASE 1
Advanced Local Roads,
Bettendorf & Moline  
COMPLETE

PHASE 2

PHASE 2
Avenue of the Cities in Moline 
to Middle Road in Bettendorf, 
New Mississippi River Bridge 
& Multi-Use Trail
UNDERWAY

PHASE 2
Existing River 
Bridge 
Demolition

PHASE 3
Middle Road to 
53rd Street
FUTURE FUNDING 
TO BE DETERMINED

2022

Construction of the I-74 River Bridge as well as local road and interchange ramp improvements began in July 2017. The 
Iowa-bound (westbound) bridge opened to traffic in November 2020. Our goal is to open the Illinois-bound (eastbound) 
bridge to traffic by the end of 2021. The existing suspension bridge is anticipated to be removed the following year.

What are the goals of the project?

• Improve access across the Mississippi River in the Quad Cities

• Improve travel, safety, and reliability along I-74 between Bettendorf, IA and Moline, IL

• Reconstruct, widen and realign I-74 bridges

• Improve interchange ramps

• Provide enhanced connections for pedestrians and cyclists 

• Traffic demand and service

• Improved roadway geometry

• Improved safety

• Travel dependability

• Improved transportation connections

• Improved infrastructure conditions

• Support of economic development



I74Riverbridge.com

What are we IMPROVING?

The I-74 Mississippi River Bridge project will include a variety of improvements 
including realignment and replacement of the I-74 bridges over the Mississippi 
River, improved interchange ramps, and improvements to local connecting roads, 
and a bicycle/pedestrian trail. Landscaping and community identity elements 
(community-customized artistic structures) will add visual appeal to the project area. 

I - 7 4  M I S S I S S I P P I  R I V E R  B R I D G E

• Reconstruct the I-74 Mississippi 
River Bridge along new alignment 
to the east of the existing bridge

• Provide four lanes (three thru-
lanes and one exit lane), along 
with two full size shoulders, on 
both bridges 

• Install a pedestrian/bike path, 
including a scenic overlook, 
on the eastbound bridge with 
connections to paths in Bettendorf 
and Moline

• Install roadway and aesthetic 
lighting, including color-changing 
LED lighting on the arch

I N T E R S T A T E  M A I N L I N E

• Reconstruct and improve I-74 between Middle Road and Avenue of the 
Cities to provide six through lanes (three in each direction) with additional 
lanes at select locations

• Shift alignment of I-74 to the east of the existing bridge

B E T T E N D O R F

• Improve the downtown interchange 
with new on- and off-ramps at Grant 
Street/U.S. 67

• Convert Kimberly Road to a two-
way road between Mississippi 
Boulevard and Grant Street/U.S. 67 

• Reconstruct I-74 on- and off-ramps 
at Middle Road

• Install an elevator in Bettendorf for 
increased access to the pedestrian/
bike path on the bridge

Why is this project needed? 
The I-74 corridor serves as a primary crossing of the Mississippi River in the Quad 
Cities area, carrying more than 45% of total vehicular traffic across the river. We’ve 
all experienced the travel restrictions through the I-74 corridor due to peak-hour 
congestion and blockages resulting from stalled vehicles and roadway maintenance 
activities. The design of the existing interstate and bridge is a major contributor to 
the congestion problems with its narrow width and lack of shoulders. The Iowa and 
Illinois departments of transportation are making changes to I-74 for a better traveling 
experience with additional travel lanes, improved interchanges and intersections, as 
well as other enhancements.

 M O L I N E

• Eliminate the curve on I-74 
between 7th Avenue and 
the river bridge

• Improve downtown 
interchanges at 6th/7th 
Avenue and River Drive

• Reconstruct I-74 on- and 
off-ramps at Avenue of the 
Cities

How was this project 
developed?
The Iowa and Illinois 
departments of transportation, 
the Federal Highway 
Administration, and the local 
communities determined the 
Quad Cities transportation 
system was lacking. Once 
determined, a call for change 
was made. This project is 
part of the Bi-State Regional 
Commission Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s Long-Range 
Transportation Plan. 
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How much will this project cost?  
How is the project funded?

The I-74 Mississippi River Bridge project is estimated to cost 
approximately $1 billion. The project is 88.5% federally funded 
by the Federal Highway Administration. Iowa and Illinois DOTs 
are funding their land-based contracts, respectively, and 
splitting the cost of the river bridge.

The City of Bettendorf and City of Moline contributed funding 
for the improvements within their respective cities. Further, the 
cities also participated in cost sharing for aesthetic elements 
on the project. 

How were the  
improvements selected?

The Iowa and Illinois departments of 
transportation led a joint I-74 Iowa-Illinois Corridor 
Study between 2003 and 2009 to examine a wide 
range of alternatives designed to improve safety, 
traffic flow, and mobility in the corridor. Principal 
elements of the process include the preparation 
of environmental documentation, public 
involvement, and coordination with resource and 
regulatory agencies. The product of this effort was 
an Environmental Impact Statement, which served 
as the basis for selection of a recommended 
solution for the I-74 corridor.

Who is leading the 
project?

CONSTRUCTION FUN FACTS

The river bridge is  
approximately 3,464 feet or 

0.66 miles in length.

Approximately 240,389 cubic  
yards of concrete, 70,603,759 lbs  
of structural steel, and 30,315,218 

lbs of rebar will be used to construct 
the entire I-74 corridor.

The new I-74 structures  
will include over 31 miles  
of conduit, 405 roadway 

luminaires, and 928 aesthetic 
lights installed. The arches will 

have LED, color-changing lights. 

In 2016, the Iowa and Illinois  
departments of transportation  

and environmental agencies  
undertook extensive efforts  

to relocate more than  
140,000 mussels considered  
endangered or threatened  

species, prior to construction.  
This relocation effort was one  
of the largest in the country. 

On averrage, there are about 
300 construction staff each day 
working on the entire project.

There are over 50 companies  
from the Quad Cities and the 

region working on or supplying 
materials for the project.

How and when will the old  
suspension bridge be removed?
The suspension bridge is anticipated to be removed about 
a year after the new river bridge is complete. A variety of 
methods may be used to remove the existing bridge and 
these methods will largely be determined by:

• Coordination with barge traffic

• Protection of surrounding environmentally sensitive areas

• Contractor’s methods for collection of the debris

More information about demolition methods will 
be available after a contractor is selected. 

Is there a way I can stay updated  
on construction work, road  
closures and project updates?

Yes! You can follow us on Facebook, Twitter,  
and YouTube for project updates at @I74RiverBridge. 
You can also find traffic alerts, watch construction 
progress via webcams, and subscribe to our mailing 
list on our website at I74RiverBridge.com. Have 
a question or comment? Submit them online at 
I74RiverBridge.com or call our hotline at  
1-866-I74-4ALL (1-866-474-4255).


