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The Iowa and Illinois Departments of Transportation and the construction team are making progress 
building the new I-74 River Bridge over the Mississippi River and reconstructing the interstate to 
improve transportation in the Quad Cities. 

As a new phase of construction begins, the Illinois Department of Transportation has proposed a traffic 
pattern change for Illinois-bound I-74, which would allow construction crews to continue expanding the 
interstate in Moline while work advances on the river bridge. 

With Iowa-bound I-74 lanes in Moline scheduled for 
completion by the end of 2019, work can begin on 
the Illinois-bound lanes in 2020. 

Under the original project timeline, I-74 traffic was 
expected to shift to the newly constructed Iowa-
bound bridge and roadways by the end of 2019. 
But that is no longer possible due to a delay in 
bridge construction. A proposed solution has been 
developed that would allow roadway construction in 

Moline to be complete by the end of 2020. The plan 
would require temporarily detouring Illinois-bound 
I-74 through-traffic to I-280. Local traffic on Illinois-
bound I-74 would have the option to exit at 7th 
Avenue in Moline and take southbound 19th Street 
to continue south and then get back on Illinois-
bound I-74 at Avenue of the Cities. The detour for 
Iowa-bound I-74 through-traffic would continue to 
be I-80.

NEW TRAFFIC PATTERN WOULD ALLOW WORK TO BE 
COMPLETED ON SCHEDULE IN MOLINE

NEW TRAFFIC PATTERN PROPOSED FOR  
ILLINOIS-BOUND I-74 Changes would be implemented in 2020

The proposed traffic pattern would allow Illinois-bound I-74 
local traffic to exit at 7th Avenue and take southbound 19th 
Street to Avenue of the Cities to get back on I-74. 

PROPOSED TRAFFIC PATTERN



 

 

HOW WILL THE PROPOSED TRAFFIC PATTERN IMPACT MOTORISTS? 
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The proposed traffic 
pattern would require 
temporarily detouring 
Illinois-bound I-74 
through-traffic to 
I-280. The detour 
for Iowa-bound I-74 
through-traffic would 
continue to be I-80 
and I-280 will maintain 
two-way traffic 
throughout.

The public is encouraged to provide feedback on the 
proposed traffic pattern changes. Comments may be 
submitted on the project website at I74RiverBridge.
com or by mail to: I-74 River Bridge Project (1443 Brown 

Street, Bettendorf, IA 52722 )

All comments related to the proposed changes submitted by 
January 11, 2020 will become part of the official project record.

Upon review of the comments, the I-74 River Bridge project team 
will update the project files and submit the proposed changes for 
approval. Once approval is received, the proposed traffic pattern 
is anticipated to be implemented in Spring 2020 and will be 
announced to the public.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU! I-74 RIVER BRIDGE PROGRESS

Avoid an 
estimated $6.7 
million increase 
in project costs 
due to delaying 
construction

Complete
I-74 
in Moline
on schedule

2-3 minutes
added to your 
commute 
on I-74

If the proposed changes are 
implemented, I-74 in Moline would be 
completed on schedule in 2020. Illinois-
bound I-74 through-traffic would be 
detoured to other interstate highways to 
help reduce congestion on I-74. Local 
traffic would have the option to use 19th 

Street, which is estimated to add two-
to-three minutes to the average travel 
time from Middle Road in Bettendorf to 
Avenue of the Cities in Moline. This traffic 
configuration would begin in Spring 2020 
and remain in place until the new Iowa-
bound bridge is complete. 

If the proposed changes are not implemented, 
your commute from Iowa to Illinois will 
remain the same throughout 2020. However, 
construction crews would not be able to finish 
I-74 in Moline until 2021 and there would be an 
estimated $6.7 million increase in project costs 
due to delaying construction.

Traffic pattern changes 
would remain in place 
until the new Iowa-bound 
bridge is complete

The I-74 River Bridge project is moving forward. There have 
been adjustments to construction timelines due to a variety 
of factors but together, we are overcoming those challenges 
and working as quickly as possible to build a safe, sound and 
reliable transportation system.

When it’s all said and done, construction detours will be a 
distant memory, and families, businesses and visitors will 
all enjoy an iconic structure with faster travel times, safer 
interchanges, and an improved traveling experience for 
generations to come.

Follow construction progress at I74RiverBridge.com and 
on social media @I74RiverBridge. A project hotline is also 
available at 1-866-I74-4ALL.
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